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“ experts and top
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discover inspiration,, .53
for your home! = - = -

Over 100 exhibitors!

15+ FREE Seminars (including Fire =
resource & prevention topics!)

Kids in costume could win a Flying
Squirrel birthday party package.

FREE pumpkins for kids, courtesy
of Spokane Water Heater.

FREE swag bags given out hourly!

SEE INSIDE OR VISIT SPOKANEHUMESHUWS.CﬂM TO LEARN MORE




Get Ready to Transform Your Living Spaces
The 48t Annual Home Idea Show is Officially Here!

hether you are planning a major remodel, re-

vamping your landscape, or looking for the
perfect decor pieces, this is your ultimate launchpad
for home inspiration.

Step inside a fun, interactive environment packed
with stunning interior and exterior vignettes, live
product demonstrations, and endless creative ideas.
This is your chance to meet industry experts, com-
pare options, and unlock exclusive, show-only deep
discounts to bring your home dreams to life all under
one roof!

We are also packing this year’s event with incredi-
ble perks, family fun, and community resources.

The inspiration is flowing, the deals are unmatched,
and the fun is waiting. We cannot wait to see you at

the show!
Of={0

Find Discounted Presale Tickets at ]
www.tickettomato.com/event/10266

16624 E. SPRAGUE - wWW.PORTACOVER.cOM
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Community Resources & Seminars:
Learn how to protect your home with over 15 spe-
cialized seminars highlighting essential fire pre-
vention strategies and vital resources for Spokane
complex fire victims.

The Flying Squirrel Scavenger Hunt:
Kids 12 and under can hunt for hidden pink squir-
rels around the show floor. Finding them enters you
to win a Trampoline Birthday Party Package for 10
at Flying Squirrel, the World’s Largest Indoor Tram-
poline Fun Parks! Bonus tip: Have your kids wear
their Halloween costumes for an extra bonus entry!

Free Pumpkins for Kids:
Stop by the Spokane Water Heater booth, where
kids aged 12 and under can pick out a free pumpkin
to take home.

Hourly Swag Bag Giveaways:
Keep your eyes on the clock! We are giving away a
premium swag bag stuffed with amazing goodies to
one lucky attendee at the top of every single hour.

Steel Framed For
S @TZHZ/J

/\ DO-IT-YOURSELF KITS AVAILABLE! MANY SIZES!

1928-9264

ALPINPC947B3
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The only limitation is your imagination

ICF PRODUCTS & MUCH MORE

e INSULATED CONCRETE FORMS

e DOOR & WINDOW ICF BUCKING

e ICF FLOOR & ROOF SYSTEMS & SIPS

e ICF ACCESSORIES

e STAY IN PLACE FOOTING FORMS

e ICF BRACING RENTALS

e ATTIC AND UNDER SLAB EPS
INSULATION

e MST COMPOSITE STRUCTURAL REBAR

e POOLKITS

e ICF INSTALLATION CLASSES

o DESIGN SERVICES AND MORE!

EOOINING) NSCESSORIES

ICE SYSUEMS & SIS
ge 'rr’h |
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

gm0 @O
- 4 ICFSPECIALTIES.COM
=1 INFOGICFSPECIALTIES.COM

h: 909-599-7218
SERVING THE INLAND NORTHWEST FOR OVER 20 YEARS!
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Wildfire Season Is Here To Stay. Is Your Home Ready,

And Is Your Insurance? By Pat McHale

On August 1, we didn’t get a warning. There was no “get
ready” and no “get set.” Our phones went straight to “go
now.” We grabbed our pets and important paperwork,
and that was all the time we had. Driving away, we told
ourselves we were safe and everything else could be re-
placed.

Our home was spared. Nearly 700 homes in the Old
Trails fire were not, and roughly 65,000 people were
evacuated. Watching it unfold, | kept asking myself,
what'’s covered? Would we be reimbursed? Did | even
know what we owned?

Here in the Inland Northwest, wildfire is now our most
likely disaster, and the insurance industry has noticed.
Statewide, the number of homeowners whose policies
were canceled or not renewed has doubled since 2021,
to more than 24,000. Some carriers have stopped writing
policies in entire Spokane zip codes.

After the fires, Washington State Insurance Commis-
sioner Patty Kuderer ordered insurers to hold off on can-
cellations in affected zip codes and give 120 days’ notice
before any nonrenewal. That order expired September
30, and as of this writing it has not been extended. If you
get a nonrenewal notice this winter, don’t panic. Shop
with an independent agent, and know that Washington
has a backstop, the Washington FAIR Plan, for home-
owners who can't find coverage elsewhere.

The better plan is to never get that letter. That comes
down to two things.

LOWER YOUR RISK SCORE

Insurers rate your home by its wildfire risk, and more of
them now want proof you've reduced it. When | walked
my own property the way an insurer would, | didn't love
what | saw: pine trees everywhere and a wood fence run-
ning right up to the house that would act as a fuse. Fire
follows it straight to your siding.

Most homes don't burn from a wall of flame. They burn
from embers landing in dry needles, gutters, vents and
woodpiles, sometimes long after the fire front passes.
The first five feet around your house matter most.

Do this fall:

¢ Clean pine needles out of gutters and off the roof, and
keep doing it until the trees are done dropping.

e Stack winter firewood at least 30 feet from the house.

e Clear needles and debris from under decks and from
the five feet around your foundation.
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e Rake bark mulch away from the house. Gravel or bare
soil in that zone is better.

e Book a free home wildfire assessment with the Spo-
kane Conservation District.

Plan now for spring:

¢ Replace the last five feet of any wood fence that at-
taches to the house with metal or masonry.

¢ Install ember-resistant vents, or cover existing vents
with 1/8-inch metal mesh.

e Limb up trees 6 to 10 feet off the ground and cut back
branches that hang over the roof.
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SPOKANE FAIR & EXPO CENTER

Locally Owned & Family Operated Since 1995!

|eafBlaster PRO %

I GUTTER PROTECTION SYSEEM __ 0i S

HELPS TO PROTECT
YOUR HOME DURING

Wil DFRFW

Helps keep leaves, pine needles & hbb

.

debris out of gutters reducing the risk
embers and fire spreading to your hom

- Nt ?. ;&g- 3’*;‘«

Normally
$14.99/ft

The ummpmmmmw N

PLUS, WE OFFER:
v’ Gutter Installation
R
KEEPS DEBRIS OUT | LETS WATER IN | BUILDS STRONGER Low & Replacement

v’ Gutter Clean Outs
No More Clogged Handles Heavy HOMES MAINTENANCE v’ Gutter Service
Gutters! Rain & Snow Protects Roof, Fascia, & Foundation

\?“-&a;

T Quality Work,
} EFa Trusted Service!

;_Jz::. s 509-468-7287

bl ¥ | “Call for a FREE ESTIMATE!
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YOUR NEXT HOME IDEA
STARTS UNDERFOOT

Refresh the rug you love.
Find the one your room is missing.

KIRISHIAN

IMPORTS & RUGSPA
220 E 2nd Ave, Spokane, WA 99202

kirishianrugs.com 1-509-624-8084

8 o October 23 - 25, 2026

Continued from page 6

e Replace junipers and other flammable shrubs near the
house with fire-resistant plants.

o When your roof is due, choose a Class A fire-rated ma-
terial.

Contractors book up fast after a fire season like this
one. Get bids this winter. And photograph the work when
it's done. Ask your agent what changes would help your
rating and send them the proof. A risk score is only as
current as what your insurer knows.

UNDERSTAND YOUR COVERAGE BEFORE YOU
NEED IT

Years ago our home was broken into, and we learned
the hard way that my wife’s jewelry wasn’t covered the
way we assumed. Most policies have limits, called sub-
limits, on categories like jewelry, firearms, collectibles
and business property. Know them now, not after a loss.
Questions to ask your agent this fall:

1. Is my dwelling coverage enough to rebuild today? Af-
ter a disaster, labor and materials get more expensive,
fast. Ask about extended replacement cost coverage.

2. Am | paid replacement cost or actual cash value? Ac-
tual cash value subtracts depreciation. A ten-year-old
couch pays out like a ten-year-old couch.

3. How long will insurance pay for us to live somewhere
else? Rebuilding can take well over a year.

4. What are my limits on special items? In my case that
means shop tools in the garage and a vinyl record col-
lection. Tools used for a side business may have much
lower limits than hobby tools. A valuable record col-
lection may need to be scheduled separately, with an
appraisal or documentation.

PROVE WHAT YOU OWNED

Nobody keeps every receipt, and the ones you kept
would burn with the house anyway. The answer is a vid-
eo walkthrough. Go room by room. Open closets, draw-
ers and cabinets. Narrate brands, models and roughly
when you bought things. Don't skip the garage, the shop,
the attic or the shed. Photograph serial numbers and any-
thing valuable up close.

Then store it somewhere other than your house: a cloud
account, or a copy with a family member out of town. A
video on a phone you forgot in the evacuation helps no
one. Redo it once a year. Fall is a good time.

Your bank and credit card statements and email receipts
can also help back up a claim. Download them before you
need them.

THE BOTTOM LINE

We got lucky. Many of our neighbors didn’t, and our
hearts are with them as they rebuild. For the rest of us,
wildfire season comes back every summer now. Use this
fall and winter to make your home harder to burn, and
to know exactly what your policy will do if it does. When
the “go now” alert comes, you should only have to worry
about grabbing your pets. ¢

Home Idea Show



ADJUSTABLE LOUVERED
_PATIO COVERS [ JALSS
% =5 =2 $1000T0M0TORIZED

FRoM MIANUAL

S VALUE OPERATION

Up to

WITH TRADE IN
OF EXISTING
| ALUMINUM
AWNING

INSTALLATION
- 7 Color Options Available

- 98% Waterproof when Closed PA"O & l HOME PRODUCTS
- Each Installation Custom Designed 509-467-0600

- Powder Coated Aluminum for Easy AIpinePatioCovers com
Maintenance Contractor #ALPINPC347B3

Ask Ahout
Our Patio
Cover
Options!

f"L‘:'E'L.l.’r;"‘l

®

Salt Free Water Softenmg
Made Easy. |

Softer feeling skin & hair. Fresh clean-tasting water.

€
£
v
¢
2

Protection from scale buildup. No slimy feeling.

NO SALT ® NO ELECTRICITY @ NO WASTE WATER -‘___

Compact design. Simple Maintenance. Legal everywhere.

(509) 674-4000 | cascadianwater.com | @cascadianwater
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SPOKANE OFFICE: IDAHO OFFICE:
8225 N Division 54 Beach Drive
Suite A Outlet Bay

Priest Lake, ID 83856

oy b082304 . CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT, INC. P

WA: LEWISCD917BN WWW. LeW1SCOnstructlonInC com ID: RCE-40228

& ol
} -!“ i ILLAR =

SERVING EASTERN WASHINGTON & NORTHERN IDAHO
WATERFRONT EXPERTISE

We are your partner for navigating the many challenges of building on waterfront.

SITE DEVELOPMENT & ACREAGE PROPERTIES

We get your site "ready for construction" by providing your Building Pad, Road,
Power, Gas, Water/Well, Sewer/Septic, etc. We also create parcels and subdivisions.
AWARD WINNING HOME DESIGN

Many Award Winning "Stock Plans" to chose from...OR
We use or modify your plans and "tweak them to perfection"...OR
Allow us to CUSTOM DESIGN YOUR HOME exactly to your specifications!

"FOREVER HOMES" & VETERAN ADAPTIVE HOUSING

Most of the homes we create are designed as "forever homes."
We also create designs that qualify for the VA Specially Adapted Housing (SAH) Grant.

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

Whether we build from your plan or one we design for you; every step in our process is
designed to deliver Superior Quality Construction Management.

OPEN COMMUNICATION

You will have your own personal web page and mobile app to track all communication,
decision making, budget and scheduled progress.

GUIDED DECISION MAKING

We guide you through making all the decisions necessary to ensure you are "in step"
with your builder and budget.

THE BEST TEAM = THE BEST RESULTS

Every successful endeavor starts with creating the best team. Our team has over 100
years of combined experience AND the systems to ensure we deliver high quality
results. We'd be honored to lead your team in the Construction of Your Dream!

Contact us online at www.LewisConstructionInc.com
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_IPROVEN EXPERTS
IN DRAIN CLEANING

> Drain Cleaning Kitchen,
Bathroom & Floor Drains 3
> Sewer, Septic & Storm Drains =
> Video Camera Inspections
> New Home Video Inspection
> High-Pressure Hydro
Jetting Services
> Storm Drain Cleaning
> Grease Trap Cleaning
> Sewer Line & Septic
Tank Location

DoN'T WAIT' AFFORDABLE DRAINS
/ service@affordable-drains.com
www.Affordable-Drains.com B

(509)683-7246

- ~ WITH A CORIAN SHOWER

L YOU'LL NEVER CLEAN A GROUT LINE AGAIN _

S 0g8)
CORIAN’ <§;/> 33

=1 r
DESIGN [BEST PRODUCTS SOLD | HOMERERALT

(509) 747-6181 (208) 671-2351
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5 Hidden Ways to Save on Home Insurance Costs

hen you're planning home improvements, you're

often thinking about improving the comfort, safe-
ty, aesthetic or value of your home. Many changes and
renovations have the added bonus of unlocking insur-
ance discounts, but these savings opportunities can eas-
ily fly under the radar when you aren't actively on the
lookout for them.

“Homeowners tend to think about their insurance
when they buy the house or when they have a claim, but
a lot can change in between,” said Larry Anderson, di-
rector of underwriting operations at Mercury Insurance.
“Something as simple as reviewing your policy with your
agent once a year can help make sure your coverage still
reflects your home today and identify improvements or
other factors that may qualify you for additional savings.”

The experts at Mercury Insurance, a multiple-line insur-
ance carrier emphasizing competitive rates and excellent
customer service, encourage homeowners to consider
these five ways to save on home insurance costs.

Updating Older Parts of the Home

As a home ages, it's wise to look at what parts and
systems may be deteriorating and need upgrades for
modernity or safety reasons. Replacing older electrical,
plumbing or other major systems can protect your home
from emergencies and loss risks. Depending on the state
you live in, your specific policy and the improvements
you made, it can also qualify your property for an updat-
ed-home insurance discount.

Keep records of major improvements - including re-
ceipts, work permits and information about when the
work was completed - and plan to discuss the upgrades
during your next insurance review.

Adding Protective Technology

Beyond replacing the batteries in your smoke detectors,
you can outfit your home with a variety of protective de-
vices that make a difference to insurers. Consider options
like monitored burglar and fire alarms, smart water sen-
sors and automatic water shutoff systems designed to
detect problems before they become major losses. Re-
member, while security upgrades can make your home
less risky to insure, they won't save you money if your
insurer doesn’t know you've installed them.

Improving Resilience to Damage
If you live in an area prone to extreme weather or other
hazards, resilience upgrades could both safeguard your
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home and access insurance savings. Depending on your
location, qualifying improvements could include a stron-
ger roof, wildfire mitigation measures or flood defense
options. Local insurance agents can provide more specif-
ic guidance on ways to make your home less vulnerable
to damage - or whether you're eligible for discounts be-
cause of work you've already completed.

Qualifying for Community Programs

Even if you haven't personally made renovations to your
home, certain changes in your community could help you
save on insurance. That could include local wildfire miti-
gation measures, membership in a qualifying homeown-
ers association or other neighborhood characteristics
that affect coverage options, but specific programs vary
by location.

Reviewing Insurance Products and Discounts

Whether something significant has changed in your
home or community or not, it's always valuable to review
your insurance coverage on a regular basis. For instance,
there may be new products or discounts that simply
didn't exist when you originally purchased your policy.
Beyond savings considerations alone, ask your agent
questions to make sure your coverage still reflects your
circumstances and goals.

“Finding savings is always welcome, but the bigger goal
of a policy review is making sure your insurance keeps
pace with your life and your home,” Anderson said. “A
house isn’t static. We improve it, maintain it and protect
it in new ways over time. Your insurance should keep up
with those changes.”

Questions to Consider During Your Annual

Insurance Checkup

An annual insurance review is an opportunity to look
for savings and update coverage. Use these questions as
a jumping-off point for discussions with your agent:
1. What has changed about my home?
2. What has changed about my property or community?
3. Have my circumstances changed?
4. Are discounts available today that weren't when | pur-

chased my policy?

Does my coverage still reflect what it would cost to repair
or rebuild my home today? *

SHOW THIS

COUPON
TO RECEIVE

50% OFF
FRIDAY 10/23

SPOKANEHOMESHOWS.COM
SPOKANE FAIR

OCT. 23'25 | & EXPO CENTER
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Radiant & | Air Quality & Ventilation & Fumnaces Ductless Mini Heat Pum
Floor Heat Filtration Bollers Water Heaters Duetwork Epll:l P

HEATING @ COOLING @ RADIANT @ DUCTLESS

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL
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arage Floors ﬁ
Patios & Walkways ol
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s300 OFF
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Terms based on project size and credit approval.

LIFETIMER YOUR GARAGE
Call Today for a FREE Quote WARRANTYR FLOOR PROJECT
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Tips to W|nter|ze Your Home as Cold Weather Approaches

t's not uncommon to spend a lot of time out of the

house when the weather outside is warm. The pop-
ularity of outdoor living spaces has made it easier than
ever to enjoy nature without leaving home, which can
generally be done from late spring to mid-fall each yearin
many regions. But as fall creeps toward winter and tem-
peratures drop, it's time to head back indoors.

As millions prepare to go back inside with winter ap-
proaching, it can be beneficial to winterize a home so
interior spaces are more comfortable and exterior spac-
es are better able to withstand potentially harsh winter
weather.

Check Your Carbon Monoxide Detectors

Fall is a great season to open the windows in many re-
gions that feature prototypical autumn air. But the crisp
air of fall will eventually give way to much colder air, at
which time the windows will be closed and likely remain
shut for months to come. The Minnesota Department
of Health notes that carbon monoxide (CO) is an odor-
less, colorless gas that cannot be detected by the senses.
When windows remain closed for long periods of time,
such as in winter, the buildup of CO, which can come
from sources like water heaters, gas stoves, fireplaces,
and clothes dryers, can poison residents over time. CO
detectors are a safety net against such a fate, but they
must be operating at peak capacity in order to be effec-
tive. As fall winds down, check all CO detectors to make
sure they’re working properly and replace any that are
not.

Check for Drafts

Check around windows and doors throughout the home
to see if there are any gaps that are allowing air from out-
side to enter the home. If daytime temperatures are mild
well into the fall, then it can be difficult to see if there are
any drafts before the sun goes down. Conduct this check
in the evenings when temperatures are a little more chilly
and leaks are easier to detect. If drafts are detected, ap-
ply weather stripping around doors and windows that do
not require replacement. If there’s drafts around aging
windows and doors, consider replacing them.

Call a Chimney Sweeping Service

Cozying up beside a fire can make anyone forget the
cold weather outside. But fireplaces should be subjected
to a thorough cleaning by a skilled professional before
each winter. Animals might have nested in the chimney
since the fireplace was last used, and you will want any
nests cleared prior to lighting your first fire of the sea-
son. In addition, the tar-like substance creosote, which
forms when wood is burned in a fireplace, can build up
and harden over time. That’s a dangerous prospect, as
creosote is highly flammable, which can lead to chimney
fires. Creosote also can block the flow of air through a
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chimney, and that can trap gasses, including CO ina
home.

Reverse Your Fans

It's a simple step but one people may not even realize
they can make. In homes with ceiling fans, residents can
reverse the fans so the blades spin clockwise. This sim-
ple step pushes trapped warm air hovering around the
ceiling into the living space below. This can make home
interiors warmer without requiring residents to turn up
the thermostat and increase their energy bill.

Replace your HVAC air filter

Replacing the air filter on your HVAC prior to winter can
make the unit operate more efficiently, which can help
reduce your wintertime energy bill. Replacing the filter
prior to winter also improves indoor air quality, which is a
notable benefit during a time of year when the windows
typically remain closed for months.

Winterizing a home is not a significant undertaking, but
it can be very effective at making homes healthier and
more comfortable once windows are closed for the sea-
son. ¢
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